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CoMMUNICATIONS. 
THE BOTANICAL HISTORY OF THE 
SO-CALLED DAMIANA. 


BY J. T. ROTHROCK, M. D., 
Of Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


The editor of the Mepicat anp Sureican 
Reporter having received from a medical 
friend, Dr, J. B. Mears, resident in Monterey, 
Eastern Mexico, a quantity of this plant, was 
kind enough te place it in my hands, that its 
botanical history might be worked out. It 
appears that its name and place in the botan- 
ical system are either unknown or withheld, 
and it is therefore proper that it should be 
made public, the more especially so as it is a 
reputed remedy of great value. 


So far as its nomenclature is concerned, the 


plant has had a somewhat checkered history. 
It belongs to the family of the Composite (or 
compound flowers so called), the largest of all 
those into which the vegetable kingdom is 
divided by botanists. 

In “ De Candolle’s Prodromus,” vol. v, p. 350, 
itappears under the name of Aplopappus dis- 
coideus, and is placed in the section of Aplo- 
discus of that large genus, which is somewhat 
remarkable as having no ray flowers. As 
early as 1836, there were cited in the volume 
already quoted not less than five colleetors who 
had obtained the plant from Mexico. Besides 
these, there had probably been others, but just 
how many I am unable to say. Closely related 
to this plant was another (so far as the material 
then on hand revealed), Aplopappus ramulosus 
(D. C. Prod., vol. v, p. 350).. More abundant 
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material has since shown that it is the repre- 
sentative of another quite different genus, and 
it now stands in systematic botany under the 
name of Baccharis ramulosa (Gray, in “ Plante 
Nove Thurberiane,” p. 301). I simply allude 
to this species, however, to point the remark 
that it, too, judging from its characters, and 
especially from its viscid, gum-laden leaves, 
should possess about the same properties that 
the Damiana does, or even that one sex of it 
might be confounded with Damiana. 

Damiana again appears under the name. of 
Linosyris Mexicana of Schlechtendal. From this 
is probably derived, by mistake, the name 
Cineraria (?) Mexicana, under which it was sent 
to Dr. Brinton. Cineraria is now held to include 
only South African species ; the others that were 
formerly included under Cineraria being 
assigned chiefly to Senecio, among which we 
find no Senecio Mexicana. 

Humboldt, Bonpland, and Kunth designated 
the plant as Baccharis veneta, in “ Nova 
Genera et species Plantarum,” a magnificent 
series of seven folio volumes published in Paris 
between the years 1815 and 1825. This work 
was founded upon the large botanical collec- 
tions that Humboldt and Bonpland had made 
in the New World. 

Finally, it again appears in a revision of the 
genus Bigelovia by Prof. Asa Gray, which 
was published in the Proceedings of the Ameri- 
can Academy, vol. viii, p. 638. The name he 
has given it is the one under which it must 
now be known, and under which I will describe 
it, in popular language. 

Damiana, Yerba <Anti-rheumatica, is, then 
Bigelovia veneta, Gray; shrub, much branched ; 
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bark gray, spotted with black ; wood yellow, brit- 
tle when dry (color of the commercial Liquorice 
root); leaves clustered along the branches at 
intervals of from a quarter to half an inch; the 
fully-grown ones are thick, wedge-shaped, more 
or less toothed at the apex (or even, at times, 
cut almost down to the mid-rib), half an inch 
to an inch long, and from an eighth to a quar- 
ter of an inch wide. These, as well as the 
young branchlets, are covered with a more or 

l ess gummy, glistening exudation. The whole 
plant appears to have a peculiar pleasant odor 
(when dry) that I cannot describe. 

Flowers have an involucre of several series of 
thickish, obtuse scales (the inner ones may be 
acute), which increase in length from the out- 
side, inward; pappus (down) is a dirty-brown 
color, rather stiff, and under the lens somewhat 
rough, about as long as the individual floret; 
achenium (seed), one-sixteenth of an inch long, 
top-shaped, and covered with minute hairs, 
pointing upward; receptacle, when the florets 
have been removed, is covered with minute 
chaff-like scales. The whole head of flowers is, 
probably, not over a quarter of an inch in diame- 
ter, and a very little longer. It is a common 
plant in Mexico, but, so far, does not appear to 
have been found within our territories. There 
is, however, another species so closely allied 
(Bigelovia Menziesii, Gray) as to be, by some, 
considered the same, that is found in California 
and Arizona. 

I am not yet prepared to say the aphrodisiac 
and other properties accredited to Damiana 
will not stand the test of time, for we need 
more scientific trials and reports upon its effects 
before we can pass judgment upon it. J am, 
however, prepared to say the plant is botan- 
ically well known, and that it is not improba~ 
ble several other of the twenty-four species 
(with a host of varieties) into which the genus 
is divided, will show its peculiarities, whatever 
they may be. It is extremely important that 
the active principles (which do not appear to be 
lost in drying) should be made the subject of 
@ strict, scientific trial at the bedside, and 
reported upon. 

Whilst the order Composite does afford some 
plants with active properties, as the Aréemisias, 
Pyrethrum, Atractylis gummifera, Lactuca, etc., 
yet we can hardly regard it as a family charac 
terized by remedial powers. If, however, Da- 
miana should prove to possess what is claimed 
for it, then I regard it as im the highest degree 
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probable that from some allied plants we shall 
obtain like properties. 

I will here add, that, to make sure of my 
diagnosis of the plant, I sent to Prof. Gray 
(the latest reviewer of the group) a specimen 
for examination, and that he has confirmed my 
conclusions. 


CEREBRO-SPINAL MENINGITIS. 


BY WILLIAM READ, &M. D., 
Of Boston, Mass. 

(See MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER, vol. xz, 
page 469 ; vol. xxxii, page 68, for previous cases.) 
No. 21. Knott, aged about twenty-one, 

four or five days ago had a chill while working 

in a foundry. 
November 7, 1875. Temperature 102;%, pulse 

80. Has had free catharsis. 

R. Spts. ether nitros., 3j 
Tr. aconit. rad., tt.xij 
Aqu camph., Fi. 
Take one drachm every hour. 
9. Fever well developed; has a good deal 
of pain in the region of the umbilicus. 


M. 


kK. Tr. opii camph., 
Spts. lav. eom., 


Tr. hyoscyami, M. 


5 
3). 
One drachm p. r. n., in hot water. 


16. Since last record there has been no 
material change in the symptoms. Patient has 
had almost constant headache, and a paroxysm 
of fever twice in the twenty-four hours. Tongue 
is clean ; pulse 47, with occasionally two quick 
beats in succession. Omit medicine already 
ordered, and have 

BR. Spts. ether nitros., 
Liq. ammon. acet., 
Spts. lav. com., 
Aque, 

A tablespoonful once in six hours. 

19. No change in general condition since 
last record. Headache continues; pulse 54; 
tongue clean; action of heart very irregu- 
lar; occasionally intermittent; it beats fast or 
slowly, without any regularity. There is no ten- 
derness to pressure in any part of the spine; 
nor has the patient any pain in any portion of 
it. Appetite good; the headache is on a line 
with the base of the brain, and more on the 
right side than on the left; sleeps well ; bowels 
well. Omit all medicine, and have one grain of 
ergotin with one-tenth grain extract belladonns 
every three hours. 
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21. Pulse 48; tongue clean; has occa- 
sional paroxysms of pain, which he refers to a 
spot just between the eyes, and from thence 
backward on the line of the base of the brain. 
Eyesight perfectly normal; hearing normal ; 
sense of feeling and touch normal; sleeps 
quietly, and as much as usual. Yesterday 
morning, by mother’s account, had an attack of 
laughing, very much like a bysterical fit; has a 
good appetite; tongue clean; has frequent 
attacks of palpitation, sometimes quite severe 
and annoying. They last but a few seconds, 
and then subside entirely. For two days past 
has had a sharp pain extending from the hip to 
the calf of the right leg, along the course of 
the sciatic nerve. To-day the pulse shows 
constant irregularities and intermission. There 
is-no tenderness in any portion of the spine, no 
hyperzesthesia, no chill. To continue tincture 
ordered at last visit. 

22. Pulse 68, with less irregularity; less 
pain along the base of the brain, but a little 
sharper in degree. Right leg is painful when 
he moves it. In other respects his condition is 
the same as reported yesterday. Thermometer 
100°. 

22. Soon after morning visit patient was 
seized with a pain in the lumbar region, and 
across the bowels in the umbilical region. 
This passed off in a short time. Now, 9 Pp. m., 
eyes somewhat injected, right more than left; 
pupils completely mobile under the influence 
of light; pulse 79, perfectly regular for two 
minutes; skin moist; no headache at the base 
of the brain, but a good deal at the very top; 
excessive pain along the right sciatic nerve. 
Apply an infusion of capsicum in vinegar, and 
continue other treatment. 

23. Pulse 72, perfectly regular; pain in the 
right leg gradually subsided, and patient had a 
comfortable night; no pain at all in his head 
this morning ; continue treatment. 

24. Pulse 78; pain commenced again yester- 
day about 2 o’clock p. m., and lasted till 10 p.m. 
The remnant of the sciatic pain lasted, in a 
very moderate degree, till the headache came 
on, when it disappeared, and has not returned ; 
tongue clean ; globe of the eyes sore to pressure, 
and yesterday had some difficulty in making out 
small print in the afternoon, but this morning 
eyesight is normal again; special senses perfect ; 
continue treatment. 

25. Pulse 73; has had a little pain in the 
head, in the old place, but on the whole is 


Communications. 





183 


improved; has had no opisthotonos, or any 
tendency to it, from the first; continue treat- 
ment. 

26. Pulse 73, with one skip at thirty-second 
beat ; ate too much, and had too much company 
yesterday ; had a sharp headache from 2 P. m. 
till 8 p. u., in the same locality as of old; have: 


‘ 
zi 


R. Ext. fi., senna, 


Tr. jalap. M. 


Continue treatment. 

27. Pulse 66, slight irregularity, but no 
intermission ; no headache; cathartic operated 
very copiously’; about 2 Pp. mu. yesterday the 
pain in the lumbar region came on again, and 
has continued till now (9 a. m.); continue 
treatment. 

28. Pulse 72, perfectly regular; had a re- 
turn of the pain in his head, in the old region, 
for two hours, from 2 Pp. m., yesterday; con- 
tinue treatment. 

29. Pulse 72, full and regular, with the ex- 
ception of one slight retardation of the beat; 
tongue well; feels the pain occasionally in the 
sciatic nerve; continue treatment. 

December 1. Continues to improve; pulse 
68, regular; very little pain in his head; con- 
tinue treatment. 

3. Pulse 68; no change from last record. 

5. Pulse 54, with considerable irregularity ; 
no decided intermitting. Patient has been very 
comfortable since last record, and the improve- 
ment in his symptoms, generally, has continued ; 
head almost entirely free from pain, and no 
pain anywhere else; omit medicine one-half, 
and have a cathartic dose: 


RK. Ext. fl. senna, 
Tr. jalap. 

7. Reports that he sat up while his bed was 
made yesterday, without feeling faint. Thi 
morning, has a slight headache at the top of his 
head. None anywhere else. Pulse 59. Occa- 
sionally there is an interval of comparatively 
slow pulsation, but there is no intermission. 
Have syrup pyrophosphate of iron, one drachm, 
twice a day. Has a small ringworm (Herpes) 
on his left temple. Apply ung. iodin. 

9. Herpes nearly disappeared. Pulse 64, 
regular. Discontinue ergotin and belladonna. 
Continue the tonic prescribed at last meeting. 

11. Pronounce patient to be thoroughly 
convalescent. 

13. Remains so. 

Taken alone, this case has no especial value 


Zss 
3j- 
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as to treatment, but, when viewed in connection 
with the large number previously reported, it is 
cumulative proof that the course of treatment 
laid down upon the fact that ergot and bella- 
donna tend strongly to diminish the supply of 
blood to the brain and spinal cord, was correct. 
It ‘is hardly to be supposed that the favorable 
result in so many cases, so different in their 
conditions as to age and social condition, could 
be the result of mere chance. It is much more 
reasonable to attribute it to the means used. 


REMOVAL OF A PESSARY FROM A 
FEMALE URINARY BLADDER. 


BY HARRIETTE A. BOTTSFORD, M. D., 
Of Philadelphia. 


Lina D., aged fifty-seven years; German, 
married; admitted to Woman's Hospital of 
Philadelphia December 21st, 1875. 

Patient commenced to menstruate in her 
twelfth year, was married in her twenty-eighth 
year, and gave birth to her only child in her 
forty-seventh year. Five years ago, suffering 
from prolapsus of the uterus, she consulted a 
physician, who, according to her statement, in- 
serted a soft rubber ring pessary ; afterward, 
feeling some discomfort, she returned, and the 
doctor prescribed a lotion to relieve the irrita- 
tion. 

In August, 1875, suffering severe pain in the 
hypogastric region, she consulted another phy- 
sician, who told her the vesical distress was 
occasioned by a pessary in the urinary bladder, 
and that an operation would be necessary for 
its removal, but, doubting the diagnosis, she 
refused to submit to the operation. 

On December 3d she reports having voided 
fragments of calculi with the urine. 

On admission, patient presented an anzmic 
appearance, and haggard countenance; com- 
plained of severe pain on micturition. . Upon 
introducing the sound into the bladder, the char- 
acteristic cliek of a calculus was elicited. 

Appetite was good, tongue slightly coated, 
action of bowels regular; pulse, eighty per 
minute; temperature, 97° Fahr.; respira- 
tions, eighteen per minute. Amount of urine 
voided in twenty-four hours, sixteen fluid 
ounces ; color, yellow. Sp. gr., 1.019. Reaction, 
acid ; albumen, none. 

December 24th, 1875, patient being etherized, 
Prof. Emeline H. Cleveland dilated the urethra, 
introduced the finger, and recognizing the 
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presence of a pessary, seized and extracted it 
with the finger. During the extraction, the 
pessary broke at the point of seizure. It was 
found to be a Meig’s ring pessary, two and one- 
half inches in diameter, and was thoroughly in- 
crusted with a calculous deposit. A portion of 
the incrustation was submitted for examination, 
to Prof. Rachel L. Bodley, who reported it to 
be a deposit of amorphous phosphates. 

The patient urinated without discomfort, and 
suffered from no incontinence of urine after the 
operation. 

She was discharged from the hospital Decem- 
ber 31st, 1875. 





—__<- 


MepDICcAL SocIeETIES. 


NEW YORK MEDICO-LEGAL SOCIETY, 
Meeting Feb. 9, 1876. 


The New York Medico-Legal Society moved 
into their new quarters January 27th, the hall of 
the New York Academy of Medicine, No. 12 
West 31st street. For a great number of years 

ast they have held their meetings in the col- 
ege of Physicians and Surgeons, corner 23d 
street and Fourth avenue. 

After the usual formal business, a lecture was 
read by Dr. R. O. Doremus, on 


Milk in its Medico-Legal Relations. 


He spoke substantially as follows :—Next 
to the attainment of pure medicines, perhaps it 
might be considered desirable that we should 
have pure articles of diet ; among these none is 
more important than pure milk. The chief 
diluent is water; and whether we apply to 
the vendors or to the fountain-head, it is difi- 
cult to say when the water was added or the 
cream taken away. In ourcity we have attacks 
constantly made upon those who distribute 
the milk, chiefly in small quantities, and we 
fail to go back step by step until we reach 
those who perhaps really do interfere with the 
pure onthiles and he could state from actual 
knowledge, having paid many visits to the 
country and neighborhoods of the city whence 
our supplies are brought, that he had found 
that the methed we adopt for criticising milk, 
the employment of the lactometer, is totally un- 
reliable ; it is rather a premium on dilution, for 
the removal of the cream and the addition of 
water is, he believed, chiefly due to the employ- 
ment of the lactometer. It does not correctly 
indicate the purity of milk. He proposed to 
show where it is in error (though it is so popu- 
larly received as a test of purity), and then to 
demonstrate how, by the employment of this in 
strument, it becomes a very profitable business, 
first to remove the cream and fabricate butter 
from it, and then send the milk to market 
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diluted with water, which takes the place of 
cream. We can never judge by its gravity. If 
milk is permitted to stand, there is a light por- 
tion of it which rises to the surface which we 
call cream ; it is lighter, else it would not rise to 
the top, and it is this cream which interferes 
with the workings of the lactometer. 

In chemistry we test the gravity of fluids by 
different means, one of the best being the little 
phial called the thousand- grain phial; and if 
we try milk by this 1000-grain phial, it gives us 
the gravity, but not the degree of purity : it is 
not at all a test of purity. The lactometer, 
similar to that constructed for the Board of 
Health, was based upon the same principle of 
specific gravity as the 1000-grain phial. The 
Professor then filled a large test-tube with fresh 
milk taken from the cow an hour or two before, 
and which he knew to be pure, placed the in- 
strument in it, and the lactometer indicated 
105° upon the scale. A thermometer attached 
to the lactometer indicated a temperature of 
about 60°. Another tube, filled with cream, indi- 
cated with the same instrument a bouyancy of 
70°. If we place the instrument, he continued, 
in milk diluted largely with water, we find that 
the result will be similar, i. ¢., it will sink in 
the milk that is diluted, to a depth equal to the 
depth at which it sank when placed in the tube 
containing the cream. Good milk ought to 
register at least 100°. Hence, as will be evident, 
it is impossible to determine the purity of the 
article, as to the gravity, by the aid of this 
instrument. It is no guide; it is useless and 
cannot be trusted. Wauklin, a celebrated Eng- 
lish chemist, announces, in a work upon this 
subject, that the lactometer is one of the most 
unworthy of all instruments that pretend to be 
scientific. If the lactometer sinks to an enor- 
mous depth, we can judge that the milk hag 
been very largely diluted, not otherwise. It is, 
as before stated, nothing but a premium on 
fraud. A few days ago he found while experi- 
menting with the same sample of pure milk, 
that before the cream was removed the lactome- 
ter stood at 113°, while after removal it indicated 
135°, thus leaving a discrepancy which per- 
mitted, nay, indicated the addition of one-sev- 
enth of water. He had himself witnessed the 
operations of the milk people in Orange county, 
and had seen that they made no secret of the 
fact that they regularly skimmed off the cream 
before shipping to the eity. The worst was, 
that by the lactometer pure milk containing 
cream must be rejected, because the cream be- 
ing lighter than the milk, naturally the more 
there was of it the lighter would be the specific 
gravity of the milk. A gentleman not long 
since, in Orange county, said to him, ‘* Let the 
laws of New York establish beyond a question 
that the lactometer is the official instrument for 
testing milk, and I will go into the business ; 
but, at the same time, I shall start a butter fac- 
tory.” In Orange county he took samples of 
twelve cows which were milked in his presence, 
and five out of the twelve stood below the stand- 

ard of 100°. They ran 98°, 95°, 94°, 92° and 
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90°. Now, upon bringing that milk into the 
city and subjecting it to Suastes analysis, he 
found the fact was owing to its richness in 
cream. He remarked to the owner that to have 
brought that milk into the New York market 
would have subjected him to a fine of $250. So 
the purest milk must not be sold here; butif 
they will take off the cream, then it will rise to 
120°, 130°, or more, when it will be sere to pass 
the test of the lactometer ! 

Now, the great question in the Board of 
Health is, “What shall we do? What instro- 
ment shall we employ?” Of course. a complete 
analysis will at once indicate the degree of 
purity of milk ; but this process is tedious and 
very expensive. Mr. Tagliabue, who makes 
these instruments for the Board of Health, has 
suggested another method, which he has only 
partially examined, and that is, to employ a 
given volume of milk, add an alkali, as, for 
instance, potash, shake it, add a little acid, 
acetic will do, then placing the tubes containing 
this mixture in a water-bath, gradually raise 
the temperature to 190°, by means of a small 
spirit lamp; coagulations of the oleine and 
caseine would follow, rise to the top, and fram 
the thickness of the coagule the richness of the 
milk is estimated. 

Probably it will be well to particularize more 
fully. Take these test-tubes, which can be 
obtained at any drug store, all of a size. Place 
them in a row, thatso they can be easily observed. 
Now fill one half-full of pure milk, half of that 
quantity in the next ; ec one-half of the quan- 
tity contained in the second in the third. Ob- 
viously there will be one-fourth as much in the 
last as there is in the first test-tube. Now place 
an equal amount of alkali in each ; shake well, 
add an equal amount of acid, and fill up with 
water until each is equally full, the first tube 
containing a quantity of the compound equal to 
that of the milk. Now place all these in a ves- 
sel of cold water, place the same over a spirit 
lamp or other contrivance, in order that the 
heat of the water, etc., may reach a degree 
equal to 190°. If now the tubes are lifted out, 
one by one, it will be observed that number one 
will contain about one-half a phial of the 
coagulated mass, and the others containing a 
proportionate amount to the quantity of milk 
employed. 

Te ad experimented with this process some- 
what, but yet not enough to fix upon any 
proper standard of coagulability for good milk, 
as milk was of different qualities in different 
cows, and in the same cow different qualities at 
different seasons. He thought, however that 
this might be a correct guide as to purity, and 
that a proper standard might be arrived at. 

Many physicians, the Professor said, jadge 
of the quality of milk by placing a drop of 
the sample between two os flat glass, 
looking at the same through a microscope, and 
judging of its quality by the number of oil 
globules therein continued. Fat is held in sus- 
pension in the caseine and water in milk in its 
natural state. The fallacy of thus judging 
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as to treatment, but, when viewed in connection 
- with the large number previously reported, it is 
cumulative proof that the course of treatment 
laid down upon the fact that ergot and bella- 
donna tend strongly to diminish the supply of 
blood to the brain and spinal cord, was correct. 
It ‘is hardly to be supposed that the favorable 
result in so many cases, so different in their 
conditions as to age and social condition, could 
be the result of mere chance. It is much more 
reasonable to attribute it to the means used. 


REMOVAL OF A PESSARY FROM A 
FEMALE URINARY BLADDER. 


BY HARRIETTE A. BOTTSFORD, M. D., 
Of Philadelphia. 


Lina D., aged fifty-seven years; German, 
married; admitted to Woman’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia December 21st, 1875. 

Patient commenced to menstruate in her 
twelfth year, was married in her twenty-eighth 
year, and gave birth to her only child in her 
forty-seventh year. Five years ago, suffering 
from prolapsus of the uterus, she consulted a 
physician, who, according to her statement, in- 
serted a soft rubber ring pessary ; afterward, 
feeling some discomfort, she returned, and the 
doctor prescribed a lotion to relieve the irrita- 
tion. 

In August, 1875, suffering severe pain in the 
hypogastric region, she consulted another phy- 
sician, who told her the vesical distress was 
occasioned by a pessary in the urinary bladder, 
and that an operation would be necessary for 
its removal, but, doubting the diagnosis, she 
refused to submit to the operation. 

On December 3d she reports having voided 
fragments of calculi with the urine. 

On admission, patient presented an anzmic 
appearance, and haggard countenance; com- 
plained of severe pain on micturition. . Upon 
- introducing the sound into the bladder, the char- 
acteristic cliek of a calculus was elicited. 

Appetite was good, tongue slightly coated, 
action of bowels regular; pulse, eighty per 
minute; temperature, 97° Fahr.; respira- 
tions, eighteen per minute. Amount of urine 
voided in twenty-four hours, sixteen fluid 
ounces ; color, yellow. Sp. gr., 1.019. Reaction, 
‘acid ; albumen, none. 

December 24th, 1875, patient being etherized, 
Prof. Emeline H. Cleveland dilated the urethra, 
introduced the finger, and recognizing the 
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presence of a pessary, seized and extracted it 
with the finger. During the extraction, the 
pessary broke at the point of seizure. It was 
found to be a Meig’s ring pessary, two and one. 
half inches in diameter, and was thoroughly in- 
crusted with a calculous deposit. A portion of 
the incrustation was submitted for examination, 
to Prof. Rachel L. Bodley, who reported it to 
be a deposit of amorphous phosphates. 

The patient urinated without discomfort, and 
suffered from no incontinence of urine after the 
operation. 

She was discharged from the hospital Decen.- 
ber 31st, 1875. 


MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


NEW YORK MEDICO-LEGAL SOCIETY, 
Meeting Feb. 9, 1876. 


The New York Medicv-Legal Society moved 
into their new quarters January 27th, the hall of 
the New York Academy of Medicine, No. 12 
West 31st street. For a great number of years 

ast they have held their meetings in the col- 
ege of Physicians and Surgeons, corner 23d 
street and Fourth avenue. 

After the usual formal business, a lecture was 
read by Dr. R. O. Doremus, on 


Milk in its Medico-Legal Relations. 


He spoke substantially as follows :—Next 
to the attainment of pure medicines, perhaps it 
might be considered desirable that we should 
have pure articles of diet ; among these none is 
more important than pure milk. The chief 
diluent is water; and whether we apply to 
the vendors or to the fountain-head, it is difi- 
cult to say when the water was added or the 
cream taken away. In ourcity we have attacks 
eonstantly made upon those who distribute 
the milk, chiefly in small quantities, and we 
fail to go back step by step until we reach 
those who perhaps really do interfere with the 
pure port and he could state from actual 
knowledge, having paid many visits to the 
country and neighborhoods of the city whence 
our supplies are brought, that he had found 
that the methed we adopt for criticising milk, 
the employment of the lactometer, is totally un- 
reliable ; it is rather a premium on dilution, for 
the removal of the cream and the addition of 
water is, he believed, chiefly due to the employ- 
ment of the lactometer. It does not correctly 
indicate the purity of milk. He proposed to 
show where it is in error (though it is so popu- 
larly received as a test of purity), and then to 
demonstrate how, by the employment of this in- 
strument, it becomes a very profitable business, 
first to remove the cream and fabricate butter 
from it, and then send the milk to market 
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dijuted with water, which takes the place of 
cream. We can never judge by its gravity. If 
milk is permitted to stand, there is a light por- 
tion of it which rises to the surface which we 
call cream ; it is lighter, else it would not rise to 
the top, and it is this cream which interferes 
with the workings of the lactometer. 

In chemistry we test the gravity of fluids by 
different means, one of the best being the little 
phial called the thousand-grain phial; and if 
we try milk by this 1000-grain phial, it gives us 
the gravity, but not the degree of purity: it is 
not at all a test of purity. The lactometer, 
similar to that constructed for the Board of 
Health, was based upon the same principle of 
specific gravity as the 1000-grain phial. The 
Professor then filled a large test-tube with fresh 
milk taken from the cow an hour or two before, 
and which he knew to be pure, placed the in- 
strument in it, and the lactometer indicated 
105° upon the scale. A thermometer attached 
to the lactometer indicated a temperature of 
about 60°. Another tube, filled with cream, indi- 
cated with the same instrument a houyancy of 
70°. If we place the instrument, he continued, 
in milk diluted largely with water, we find that 
the result will be similar, 7. ¢., it will sink in 
the milk that is diluted, to a depth equal to the 
depth at which it sank when placed in the tube 
containing the cream. Good milk ought to 
register at least 100°. Hence, as will be evident, 
it is impossible to determine the purity of the 
article, as to the gravity, by the aid of this 
instrument. It is no guide; it is useless and 
cannot be trusted. Wauklin, a celebrated Eng- 
lish chemist, announces, in a work upon this 
subject, that the lactometer is one of the most 
unworthy of all instruments that pretend to be 
scientific. If the lactometer sinks to an enor- 
mous depth, we can judge that the milk hag 
been very largely diluted, not otherwise. It is, 
as before stated, nothing but a premium on 
fraud. A few days ago he found while experi- 
menting with the same sample of pure milk, 
that before the cream was removed the lactome- 
ter stood at 113°, while after removal it indicated 
135°, thus leaving a discrepancy which per- 
mitted, nay, indicated the addition of one-sev- 
enth of water. He had himself witnessed the 
operations of the milk people in Orange county, 
and had seen that they made no secret of the 
fact that they regularly skimmed off the cream 
before shipping to the eity. The worst was, 
that by the lactometer pure milk containing 
cream must be rejected, because the cream be- 
ing lighter than the milk, naturally the more 
there was of it the lighter would be the specific 
gravity of the milk. A gentleman not long 
since, in Orange county, said to him, ‘* Let the 
laws of New York establish beyond a question 
that the lactometer is the official instrument for 
testing milk, and I will go into the business ; 
but, at the same time, I shall start a butter fac- 
tory.” In Orange county he took samples of 
twelve cows which were milked in his presence, 
and five out of the twelve stood below the stand- 

ard of 100°. They ran 98°, 95°, 94°, 92° and 
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90°. Now, upon bringing that milk into the 
city and subjecting it to chemical analysis, he 
found the fact was owing to its richness in 
cream. He remarked to the owner that to have 
brought that milk into the New York market 
would have subjected him to a fine of $250. So 
the purest milk must not be sold here; butif 
they will take off the cream, then it will rise to 
120°, 130°, or more, when it will be swre to pass 
the test of the lactometer ! 

Now, the great question in the Board of 
Health is, “What shall we do? What instro- 
ment shall we employ?” Of course. a complete 
analysis will at once indicate the degree of 
purity of milk ; but this process is tedious and 
very expensive. Mr. Tagliabue, who makes 
these instruments for the Board of Health, has 
suggested another method, which he has only 
partially examined, and that is, to employ a 
given volume of milk, add an alkali, as, for 
instance, potash, shake it, add a little acid, 
acetic will do, then placing the tubes containing 
this mixture in a water-bath, gradually raise 
the temperature to 190°, by means of a small 
spirit lamp; coagulations of the oleine and 
caseine would follow, rise to the top, and fram 
the thickness of the coagule the richness of the 
milk is estimated. 

Probably it will be well to particularize more 
fully. Take these test-tubes, which can be 
obtained at any drug store, all of a size. Place 
them in a row, thatso they can be easily observed. 
Now fill one half-full of pure milk, half of that 
quantity in the next; and one-half of the quan- 
tity contained in the second in the third. Ob- 
viously there will be one-fourth as much in the 
last as there is in the first test-tube. Now place 
an equal amount of alkali in each ; shake well, 
add an equal amount of acid, and fill up with 
water until each is equally full, the first tube 
containing a quantity of the compound equal to 
that of the milk. Now place all these in a ves- 
sel of cold water, place the same over a spirit 
lamp or other contrivance, in order that the 
heat of the water, etc., may reach a degree 
equal to 190°. If now the tubes are lifted out, 
one by one, it will be observed that number one 
will contain about one-half a phial of the 
coagulated mass, and the others containing a 
proportionate amount to the quantity of milk 
employed. 

He ad experimented with this process some- 
what, but yet not enough to fix upon any 
proper stinliont of coagulability for good milk, 
as milk was of different qualities in different 
cows, and in the same cow different qualities at 
different seasons. He thought, however that 
this might be a correct guide as to purity, and 
that a proper standard might be arrived at. 

Many physicians, the Professor said, judge 
of the quality of milk by placing a — of 
the sample between two pieces of flat glass, 
looking at the same through a microscope, and 
judging of its quality by the number of oil 
globules therein continued. Fat is held in sus- 
pension in the caseine and water in milk in its 
natural state. The fallacy of thus judging 
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milk was shown by placing these separate drops 
of the same milk between different pieces of 
thin glass, when in one case thousands of glob- 
ules were visible, and in another scarcely any. 
This was to be accounted for on the ground 
that the pieces of glass were drawn together by 
cohesion or capillary contraction, which in no 
two cases is of the same power. Therefore, no 
two specimens thus prepared were exactly under 
the same conditions, and consequently did not 
present the same results. 

Another method of judging of the quality of 
milk used by physicians, when wet nurses are 
to be engaged, is to dilute a specimen with water, 
and hold it up for the transmission of light. 
The degree of its lucidity or opacity will enable 
the physician to form a rough estimate of its 
richness or poorness. A little instrument had 
been constructed embodying this principle. It 
consisted of two plates of glass in a cylinder, 
with a tiny tomnel tending between them. The 
funnel is filled with milk, which is allowed to 
run in between the plates of glass, which are 
then, by means of a thumb-screw, separated to 
any given extent; and looking through the 
volume of milk between them, the experimenter 
ean form an idea of its quality from its opacity. 
He recommended this little instrument for 
general use by medical men in judging of the 
quality of milk of wet nurses. 

In conclusion, he said that the lactometer had 
been discarded in every part of the civilized 
world. In France it was used only as a prelim- 
inary test. If it sank very deep, a sample of 
the milk was taken and analyzed, the method 
of analysis of a more certain kind being em- 
ployed, — which punishment is based. 

here ought to be some protection against the 
adulteration of so necessary an article. As the 
law now stands, dealers, in their own defence, 
were compelled to defraud the public. He 
thought it was the special task and opportunity 
of the Medico-Legal Society to obtain proper 
legislation upon this point, and he biped a 
committee would be appointed to consider the 
subject. 

The President of the meeting, Prof. F. H. 
Hamilton, said the subject was an important 
one. He had had a suspicion that the lacto- 
meter was not to be relied upon. He remem- 
bered well some of Dr. Doremus’ earlier experi- 
ences in the study of milk by the aid of the mi- 
croscope. Once a person applied to Prof. H. fora 
nurse. He sent to Prof. Doremus three nurses. 
One of them, the Professor facetiously remarked, 
“ looked like an Alderney cow ;”’ still, she was 
rejected, as likewise was the second; but the 
third, who presented the most feeble appear- 
ance, had the best milk; at least, there was in 
her milk the largest number of oil globules 
visible under the microscope. So that he had 
the conviction forced upon him at this time 
that the microscope also was not altogether 
trustworthy. It is very desirable that a method 
should be agreed upon for determining the 

uality of milk. He was heartily in favor of 

@ appointment of a committee who should, 
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at the proper time, examine into the subj 
and present the question to the Legislature for 
such action as may be thought fit. 

Dr. A. N. Bell, of Brooklyn, being called 
upon, said that his first observation would be to 
express his gratification for the full and free 
opening of the subject by Dr. Doremus. He 
was almost sorry that he had not gone further 
into the subject in his suggestions for action 
by this Society. Several things had risen in 
his mind causing him to regret that he had 
not refreshed his memory. He distinctly 
recalled certain objects which were in the way 
of the adoption of the plan proposed by 
Professor Doremus. If he was correct in his 
recollection. it was shown some years ago that 
the milk of diseased cows showed a greater 
number of oil globules than those in perfect 
health. He believed this to be the case with 
unhealthy cows fed on swill. The milk of 
these cows—the so-called ‘‘swill milk ’’—con- 
tained a great number of oil globules. Not- 
withstanding the large number of oil globules 
contained therein, the milk would be a ve 
unwholesome article. In cows afflicted wi 
the rinderpest the milk has been shown to be 
completely loaded with butter. He referred to 
these facts with a view to suggesting to an 
committee which might be appointed, that it 
would be well to bear this in mind. He 
thought it was one of the prime necessities that 
healthy milk should be obtained. 

Dr. R. R. McIlvaine also made a few remarks, 
urging the necessity of taking some action to 
secure to the city milk of a prime, wholesome 
character, without water or adulteration of any 
kind whatever. 

The Hon. George H. Yeaman, of the New 
York bar, referred to the legal aspect of the 
case. He thought it would be very difficult to 
discover precisely who might be at fault in this 
business of adulteration of the milk sold in 
this and adjoining cities. To be sure, a line of 
detectives might be stationed along the ave 
nues through which milk passed from the con- 
sumer to the producer, even until the udder of 
the cow was reached; but this would be an 
expensive process, and after all not entirel 
without fallacy. But even were it done, we 
know that much of the milk sold in New York 
city comes from the adjoining States of New 
Jersey and Connecticut, and therefore the 
laws of New York could not reach the source 
of the milk. Therefore the vendor accused of 
fraud may, with good reason, say that the 
adulteration might have been performed, not in 
this State, but in the State from whence the 
milk was obtained. What can you do in such 
a case? Evidently there is but one thing, and 
that is to let the matter drop. 

Well, is there any other method of reaching 
the evil? There is, and in the opinion of the 
speaker it was the true way. That method 
was to fine heavily the vendor of the milk 
who shall be convicted of vending this product, 
which, by a proper test, is proven to be below & 
given legal standard. If that were enacted 
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as @ law, then the vendor would be very care- 
fal and circumspeet in regard to the person 
from whom he purchased his supplies. Nor 
would this reactionary influence cease here. 
Middle-men, finding difficulty in disposing of an 
inferior article, would cease to chalk or brain 
their milk, if they are guilty of the crime, and 
would look to their source of supply. Finally, 
the producer, failing to find a market for worth- 
less milk, would be compelled to be honest. 
Therefore, having honesty all along the line, 
there will be a fair prospeet for New Yorkers 
to obtain that much-coveted artiele, pure milk. 

After considerable further discussion, Dr. 
George W. Wells offered the following, which, 
on motion, was unanimously adupted : 

Resolved, That a committee of five be ap- 

inted to consider the subject of milk in its 
medico-legal relations, and to determine what 
action, if any, would be likely to obviate the 
difficulties and abuses to which Dr. Doremus 
refers. 

The Chair appointed as such committee, Prof. 

R. Ogden Doremus, Dr. Geo. W. Wells, Dr. 
Thomas C. Finnell, Dr. R. R. McIlvaine, all of 
New York city, and Dr. A. N. Bell, of Brook- 
lyn. 
Tt was urged that the above committee should 
confine their labors to the consideration of the 
chemical and medical aspect of the subject, 
after which legal gentlemen will take the ques- 
tion in hand, and frame the draft of the law 
to be presented to the Legislature for passage. 


JUNIATA VALLEY (PA.) MEDICAL ASSO- 
CIATION. 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRST MEETING. 
In pursuance of previous appointment, repre- 
sentatives of the medical profession from the 
counties of Blair, Huntingdon, Mifflin and 


Perry met at Huntingdon, on the 4th instant, for 
the purpose of organizing a Medical Association 
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for the Juniata Valley. The meeting was 
called to order by Dr. Rowan Clarke, of Blair. 
Dr. Sidney Thompson was elected temporary 
chairman, and Dr. A. B. Brumbaugh secretary. 
The objects of the meeting were then stated by 
the chairman. On motion, a committee of four 
was appointed to nominate permanent officers, 
and a committee of five to draft and report a 
eonstitution and by-laws for the Association. 
The committee on nominations consisted of 
Drs. Shaffer, of Mifflin; Gemmill, of Blair; Or- 
lady, of Huntingdon ; and Brown, of Juniata, 
which re ad: For President, Dr. Rowan 
Clarke. Vice-Presidents, Dr. John B. Ross, of 
Blair ; Dr. D P. Miller, of Huntingdon ; Dr. J. I. 
Marks, of Miffin; Dr. D. M. Crawford, of 
Juniata; Dr. O. H. Orris, of Perry. Recording 
Secretary, Dr. A. B. Brumbaugh. Correspond- 
ing Secretary, Dr. A. Rothrock. Treasurer, Dr. 
Wn. M. Finley. 

The report of the committee was accepted, 
and on motion confirmed. The committee on 
constitution, etc., consisted of Drs. Ross, Roth- 
rock, Harshberger, Miller, and Banks, which 
re a constitution and by-laws, each 
article of which was read, discussed and 
adopted. The society was named “ The Juni- 
ata Valley Medical Association,” to consist of 
the counties of Blair, Huntingdon, Bedford, 
Juniata, Miffiin and Perry, and is to hold its 
annual meetings in July of each year. 

Dr. R. Clarke presented a pathological speci- 
men. Other business of the society was trans- 
acted. All the proceedings were charaeterized 
by unanimity and good feeling. The establish- 
ing of this Association must result in social im- 
provement and the advancement of medical 
science in all its proper departments. 

Society adjourned to meet at Lloydsville, 
Blair county, on the 7th day of July, 1876, at 
which time and place a full attendance and an 
interesting a expected. 

. B. Brumpavuen, «.D., 
Seer 
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Distinguishing Marks of a Nulliparous Uterus. 

This important medico-legal question was 
lately diseussed at the Obstetrical Society of Lon- 
don. Dr. Alfred Meadows, referring to the 
now celebrated trial of the brothers Wainwright 
for murder, remarked on the extreme import- 
ance of being able to diagnose, post-mortem, 
whether or not a uterus had ever borne a 
child, and on this point he invited the opinion 
and experience oF the Society. In the case 
teferred to, he thought it was probably not too 





much to say that, if any absolute test existed 
whereby a positive opinion in the negative 
could have been given, the whole case for the 
prosecution must have failed on the first indict- 
ment; for it was well known that the person 
alleged to have been murdered had borne chil- 
dren. He, however, knew of no such test; nor 
did he think it could be affirmed, on the con- 
trary, that this uterus had ever been gravid, s0 
far as appearances went. The thinness of the 
uterine walls, which in this case barely 
exceeded a quarter of an inch, and the dis- 
tinctly convex shape of the internal aspect of 
the uterine walls, induced him to the opinion 
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that this was a nulliparous uterus. Accord- 
ingly, the evidence which he gave at the recent 
trial was to the following effect. 1. That, as 
a general rule, no absolutely certain opinion 
can be given by post-mortem examination only, 
even under the most favorable circumstances, 
on the question whether or not a woman has 
borne a child. 2. That, on the question of 
probability, some reliance may be placed on the 
internal appearance of the uterine walls, espe- 
- cially with reference to their convexity. 3. 
That, so far as this particular uterus was con- 
cerned, there was certainly no proof that it had 
borne a child; but that, on the contrary, the 
evidence, doubtful and unreliable as it was, 
tended rather in the opposite direction, and 
justified an expression of opinion to that effect. 


' A New Method of Dilating the Eustachian Tube 
and Ventilating the Cavity of the Tympanum. 


The Doctor says Professor Gruber, of Vienna, 
has recently made public a new means of ob- 
taining the good effects of catheterization of 
the Eustachian tube without incurring any of 
the difficulties or dangers of that operation. 
Professor Politzer has, as is well known, de- 
vised a method having the same object in view. 
The patient holds some water in his mouth ; he 
introduces into the nose the end-piece of a kind 
of syringe made for the purpose, and holds it in 
the nostril, air-tight, on hand. He then 
ewallows the water, and at the command of the 
surgeon injects the air in the syringe into the 

- nasal cavity and onward. Air can by this means 
be driven into the Eustachian tube. Luce pro- 

_ posed to effect the same result by replacing the 
swallowing of water in Politzer’s experiment 
. by directing the patient to pronounce the 
vowel a (as in ag oe and then injecting air. 
Professor Gruber finds that pressure of the 
root of the tongue against the most posterior 
part of the salute during a strong expiration 
presses the soft palate upward and backward, 
and thus completely closes the fauces, and thus 
the exit of air through the nose and mouth is 
entirely prevented. This requires, however, 
in some persons a little more care than in 
others, and, consequently, instead of a simple 
expiration, it is often desirable to make the 
patient try to pronounce, during vigorous ex- 
iration, the sound kck or heck, introducing 
tween the consonants various vowels, as hack, 
heck, hick, hock, huck, etc., until the sound is 
-— which most effectually produces closure. 
ring this maneeuvre air enters the tube, and 
the tympanum will often be felt affected, as in 
Valsalva’s experiment. Professor G. utilizes 
-these facts as follows:—The surgeon places 
himself before the patient, introduces into his 
nose the end of the nose-piece of the syringe, 
and closes the nostrils over it hermetically with 
two fingers. At the word of command the 
patient pronounces one of the syllables (hick, 
-ete.) as above, and at the same moment the 
surgeon injects air. It is perceived at once to 
enter the tube with a distinct sound, which can 


Periscope 





[Vo!. xxxiy, 


be auscultated by the otoscope, and, in cases of 
perforation, produces the usual sound. These 
and all other signs of: the entrance of air into 
the tube are present, and prove the success of 
the operation. If the head be bent well to one 
side during the operation, the upper ear jg 
almost always the one into which the air enters, 
and it does so more easily than when the head 
is erect. 


Diagnosis of Hemorrhage and Embolism. 


Dr. O. Gelpke, quoted in The Doctor, in the 
Archiv. der Heilkunde, gives the following 
points to be kept in mind in the diagnosis of 
cerebral hemorrhage and embolism :— 

Apoplezy. Embolism. 

Atheroma of Arteries. Youth. 
Hypertrophy of left ven- Previous articular, 

tricle. Rheumatism, 
Contracted kidney. Cardiac valvular def. 
Emphysema. ciency. 
Intemperance or other Previous disease lead. 

debilitating habits. ing to formation of 
Prodromal phenomena, 
Incomplete pareses. 
Ataxic aphusia, 
Symptom of cerebral 

repon. 


clots. 
Complete absence of pro- 
dromata. 
Extensive muscular par- 
prep alysis. 
Indication of cerebral Amnesic 
corgestion during the Aphasia. 
attack. Symptoms of other ar- 
Disappearance of the re- terial embolisms, 
sidual disorders aftera Very rapid or quite im- 


me. perceptible disappear- 
Involvement oftheintel- ance of the residual 
ligence. 


disorders, 
Reaction stage. Striking retention of 


earlier mental power, 

Of course no one of these symptoms is 

pathognomonic by itself; but each in combina- 
tion with others may be of some value. 


Treatment of Perforations of the Membrana 
Tympani. 

Dr. C. J. Blake, in the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal, describes a method of treat- 
ment in certain cases of perforation of the 
membrana tympani, consisting in the applica- 
tion of pieces of sized paper large enough to 
cover the opening, and sufficiently moistened 
to insure their adherence to the membrane. 
The treatment is applicable only to those cases 
where there is no Sodio into the tympanic 
cavity, or where it is so slight as to escape 
rapidly through the Eustachian tube without 
discharging through the perforation in the 
membrana tympani. The application of the 
paper covering possesses this advantage over 
the usual treatment by incision of the edges 0 
the perforation or the touching with caustics, 
that it keeps up a slight irritation of the parts, 
favoring a cicatricial growth from the edges of 
the perforation, and at the same time affordss 
protection to the new tissue. The hearing, 
also, is usually improved, immediately, and in 
favorable cases the paper remains in position 
until the opening has completely closed, when 
it is removed by the natural process of repro 
duction of the dermoid coat of the membran 
tympani, without the necessity for mechani 
interference. Should the paper come away 
before the closure of the perforation is com 
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pleted, it is easily reapplied, and cases in 
which this has occurred show a change in the 
shape and diminution in the size of the perfora- 
tion with each successive application, evidencing 
continued growth of cicatricial tissue. Ordinary 
writing-paper, of varying thickness, may be 
employed, according to the size and position of 
the perforation. The paper, cut a little larger 
than the opening in the membrana tympani, 
should be moistened, and may then be applied, 
by means of a pair of fine forceps or a cotton- 
tipped probe, dipped in water. The sizing of 
the paper, well moistened, is sufficient to secure 
the proper adherence of the paper, the patient 
being warned not to inflate the middle ear for 
at least forty-eight hours after its application. 


On Sarcoma Uteri. 


Professor Simpson, in the Edinburgh Medical 
Journal, seys :— 

In most cases these growths give rise to a 
marked degree of hemorrhage. The usual 
monthly discharge becomes exaggerated, or 
bleedings come.on in the.-intermenstrual_in- 


* terval, or they are set up in women who had 


passed the menopause. These hemerrhages are 
easily intelligible when we bear in mind that 
the tumors are always vascular, sometimes 
channeled with large and thin-walled blood- 
vessels; and that from the softness of their 
texture they are easily broken down. But, in 
certain cases, the tendency to hemorrhage is 
not pronounced. There is usually, however, a 
marked degree of leucorrhceal discharge. The 
succulent and sometimes suppurating surface of 
the tumor itself, and the thickened and expanded 
mucous membrane lining the cavity in which it 
lies, furnish a free secretion of a pale, rice- 
watery, or more yellow fluid, which, in any 
case, may for a time disappear, though it is 
almost never absent (only. in Leopold's case, 
where the tumor developed in the cervix) 
throughout the entire history of any case. This 
discharge will, for a long time, be odorless, but 
it acquires something approaching to the disa- 
greeable odor of the cancerous discharges in 
the more advanced stages of the disease, when 
fragments of the tumor are squeezed into the 
vagina, and lie within the canals till they 
decompose. We have seen that the mischief 
may develop in women who have borne 
children ; but after it has appeared the repro- 
ductive function of the organ is at anend. For 
I know of no case of the concurrence of preg- 
nancy and sarcoma uteri, such as we sometimes 
meet with in myoma or carcinoma: probably 
from the circumstance that the sarcomatous 
growths always affect the interior of the uterine 
cavity. There has been some diversity of 
Opinion as to whether this affection is attended 
With pain or not. My own impression is, that 
pain is not a usual symptom of it, any more 

an we can speak of pain being a usual symp- 
tom of a fibrous polypus. In both cases we 
may have suffering from the enlargement, or 

m intercurrent inflammation in the uterus or 
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around it, or, what is still more common, we 
may have pain from the muscular contractions 
set up from time to time in the walls of the 
uterus for the expulsion of the neoplasm. But 
all this is different from the uncertain, un- 
provoked, sharp stinging pain to which a can- 
cerous patient is subject. More particularly I 
have been struck with the difference between 
the pain complained of by those patients who 
are the subject of intra-uterine sarcoma, and the 
intense, paroxysmal attacks of suffering, coming 
on sometimes with a marked degree of periodi- 
city, which Sir James Simpson used to point 
out as characteristic of intra-uterine cancer. In 
addition, there is disturbance in the functions 
of neighboring organs, differing in degree 
in different. cases,.acenrding- tothe size and 
situation ofthe neoplasm and its bed. «Sooner . 
or latter the repeated losses of blood -or 
continued drain ef watery discharge begin to 
tell on the patient’s general health ; and when 
the disease has advanced toward its final stages, 
it usually develops in the sufferer a condition of 
general cachexia. 

The physical examination of a patient with 
such a train of symptoms would discover some 
degree of uterine enlargement, varying accord- 
ing to the size of the morbid mass occupying 
its interior. It is rarely so large as to form an 
abdeminal tumor, except where we have to do 
with a myo-sarcoma, or a fibroid tumor under- 
going sarcomatous degeneration, when we may 
find a supra-pubic mass of considerable dimen- 
sions, with the vascular bruit and other 
characteristics of such growths. Where the 
growth springs from the cervix, or the uterus 
has become inverted, a —— body will be 
felt occupying the vagina. The uterus, though 
enlarged, remains freely movable, unless the 
tumor be so great as to cause some impaction 
in the pelvis, or inflammatory adhesions have 
formed among the pelvic organs, conditions 
which are both comparatively rare in the true 
sarcoma. The sound will pass without diffi- 
culty into the inter‘or of the uterus, and detect 
the extent of increase of the cavity and the 
presence of a foreign body in which bleeding is 
easily excited. But it is only when the canal is 
dilated with a tent—and, as I have shown, the 
textures are so soft and expansible that a single 

ood-sized sponge-tent may suffice for the dilata- 
tion—that the size, consistence, and attachments 
of the new growth can be discovered, and that 
a fragment of it can be obtained for microseopi- 
cal investigation. It is in this way alone that 
an exact diagnosis can be made out. 

Treatment.—Patients who are the subjects of 
it are not to be abandoned to a hopeless do- 
nothingism. Where the mischief is in an early 
stage, and in any case where we have it in a 
polypoidal form, it should always be removed, 
to give immediate relief from suffering, and 
with the justifiable expectation that, for a time 
—it may be for years—the progress of the 
malady will be arrested, and the patient re- 
stored to comparative health. It may even be 
of service to her to repeat the operation more 
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than once. In the pediculated forms the growth 
may be removed with the écraseur or galvano- 
caustic wire; but sometimes, as we have seen, 
it is too brittle, and requires to be broken down 
and removed piecemeal. In such cases, and in 
cases of the diffuse sarcoma where the extirpa- 
tion can be attempted, it may be carried out 
with the curette, fenestrated like Recamier’s, or 
cup-shaped like Simon’s. In any case, it is 
desirable to lessen the immediate hemorrhage 
by free application of perchloride of iron and 
hypodermic injection of ergotin. The profuse 
and sometimes fetid discharge can be controlled 
by astringent and disinfectant injections; and 
the patient’s general health will be kept up by 
@ generous diet, and the administration of tonic 
remedies. 


Uterine Hiccough. 

Dr. H. Fritsch writes to the Medical Times :— 

An article on “Uterine Asthma” recalls to 
my mind a case of obstinate singultus, depend- 
ent upon uterine disease, which came under 
my observation at Vienna two years ago. 

The ag ap: @ young married woman, 
reviously in good health, had been suffering 
rom hiccough for three months. No cause 

could be assigned. The paroxysms would 
¢ome on at irregular intervals every day, and 
disturb her more or less during the night. 
The menstruation was not disordered, but with 
it the trouble exacerbated. A great variety of 
therapeutics heretofore resorted to had failed to 
give permanent relief, and the patient’s health 
was now evidently suffering. 

per vaginam examination was finally 
made, and revealed excoriations at the portio 
vaginalis uteri, with moderate cervical catarrh. 
In every other respect the reproductive organs 
were found to be healthy. 

Local treatment with the solid nitrate of 
silver was at once resorted to, resulting in the 
prompt arrest of the hiccough, and ultimately 
in a complete cure of the primary disease. 

This case, cited as one practically important, 
further illustrates, in a striking manner, reflex 
manifestation. 


Treatment of Gonorrhea. 

In the Cincinnati Lancet and Observer, Dr. 
Minor gives some comparative cases of the treat- 
ment of gonorrhea. He concludes:— 

Other cases might be mentioned, but let the 
foregoing suffice, as in all the result was about 
the same. In every case the too long use of 
the injections used was carefully guarded 
against, and the patient received the usual 
directions regarding diet, etc., generally laid 
down in the text-books on this special subject. 
The reader will at once see that the duration of 
a case of gonorrhea is quickly shortened when 
copaiba is used in place of oil of sandal. In 
case of gleet, on the cobtrary, the oil of sandal 
far excels the balsam of copaiba, and all injec- 
tions may be omitted also while the sandal is 
being used. 
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The following conclusions in regard to the 
relative value of the two drugs in the treat 
ment of gonorrhcea and blennorrhees, are drawn 
from my experience with these agents :— 

1. In cases of acute gonorrhoea occurring in 
strong and healthy persons, without any tend- 
ency to kidney trouble or gastric derangement, 
the use of balsam of copaiba will be found tobe 
the most satisfactory, as compared to sandal- 
wood oil. 

2. In cases of gonorrhoea which show a tend. 
ency to become chronic, and in which the con- 
tinous use of copaiba has caused irritation of 
the kidneys and a gastric derangement, sandal- 
wood oil may be substituted with great advan- 
tage. 

3 In cases of obstinate gleet, oil of sandal- 
wood in large and long-continued doses will, 
without the aid of other means, completely 
cure the malady. 

4, Sandal-wood oil is agreeable to the taste, 
and creates no nausea, nor does it communicate 
a disagreeable odor to the breath and urine, as 
in the case of balsam ef copaiba. 


The Theory of Tuberculosis. 


In the Berlin. Klin. Wochenschrift, supported 
by post-mortem observations and experimental 
investigations, Dr. Orth maintains the truthful. 
ness of the theory of the inoculability of 
tubercle. He gives a short résumé of seven 
cases, in each of which there were cheesy 
tubercular central points, in the pulmonary 

arenchyma, in the neighborhood of a bronchus, 
in the bronchial glands, in bone, or the intes- 
tine. In the immediate vicinity of this central 
mass there was further tubercular deposit, 
thickest toward the centre, and more sparing 
toward the periphery. The relation of the 
peripheral tubercles to the central focus was 
shown by their arrangement, their being 
grouped round the centre, their character as 
recent products, and the transitions from the 
small gray transparent nodes of the periphery 
to the older yellow nodes of the centre. Spe 
cially instructive is a case of pulmonary 
phthisis, in which there were numerous isolat 
tubercular foci, among them one undergoing 
calcification, and tubercular ulcers in the intes- 
tine, and around each centre abundant forma- 
tion of tubercle had taken place. One of the 
intestinal ulcers was in the rectum, at the part 
eorresponding to the recto-vesical fossa, and 
had extended close to the peritoneal coat. There 
had been produced in consequence false mem- 
branes, of some standing at the time the patient 
died, between the intestine and the bladder, 
and there were fresh tubercles in the false 
membranes. 

Friedlander’s view, that in such cases the 
tubercles in false membranes are deposi 
simultaneously with those which produced the 
ulcer in the intestine, is contradicted by the 
case cited above, as it is evident that the false 
membranes were due to the ulceration of # 
intestine produced by the tubercle p y 
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deposited there. Orth believes that general in- 
fection of the system from one or several such 
centres, especially those which are breaking 
down, takes place through the blood-vessels. 
The localized extension of the tubercle he be- 
lieves to be produced not only by the mechan- 
ism of the blood-vessels, but by the lymph and 
chyle channels, and by simple contact with a 
tubercular surface. 

In the experimental part of the investigation, 
Friedlander’s skepticism regarding the identity 
of inoculated tubercle with ordinary tubercle, is 
opposed. In conclusion, a case is adduced in 
which cheesy tubercle was introduced into the 
peritoneal cavity of a cat. First, where the 
omentum had adhered to the wound, and then 
on other parts of the parietal and abdominal 
walls, discrete tubercles had formed, which, 
when compared with tubercle from a phthisical 
subject, examined fresh, showed a perfect simi- 
larity. 


Treatment of Diphtheria. 


Dr. J. S. Benson writes to the Canada Lan- 
ctt:—-I take the liberty of placing before your 
readers the treatment which has proved in my 
hands not only very efficacious, but almost 
a complete specific. For the last twelve or 
thirteen years we have had unequaled opportu- 
nities of watching the disease in all its stages, 
from the mere fibriny whiteness of the palate 
and tonsils to the complete obliteration of the 
palatine arch by false membrane internally, and 
the enormously enlarged sub-maxillary and 
parotid glands externally, which sometimes 
suppurated ; death resulting in some cases from 
the mechanical obstruction to respiration, and 
in others from pure blood-poisoning as mani- 
fested through the nervous system ; the local 
symptoms in the throat having to a great extent 
disappeared, leaving both food and air passages 
perfectly free and open. 

When called to a case of diphtheria, I first of 
all clear out the bowels by a dose of calomel, fol- 
lowed in a few hours by a little senna or 
Rochelle salts, If there is much heat of skin, 
as will be shown by the thermometer, a warm 
bath will give very great relief; and after the 
bowels have been freely acted upon I commence 
with the chlorine water. To patients from ten 
to twelve years and upward I give one table- 
spoonful ; from six to twelve, one dessert-spoon- 
fal, and under six, one teaspoonful, every three 
hours. In all cases it should be given without 
je addition of water. A towel saturated with 
cold spring-water is to be applied to the throat 
and neck, the cold renewed as the towel becomes 
warm. The patient is to have small pieces of 
ice on a plate by the bedside, a piece of which 
is to be kept constantly in the mouth. The diet 
should be nutritive ; beef tea, milk, eggs, and 
such like; but no stimulant is required, unless 
the prostration should be alarming. In some 
tases which are mild, and occur in young 
children, a mixture containing tincture of iron, 
chlorate of potash, and dilate hydrochloric acid, 
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may suffice to cure, but in no case can the same 
dependence be placed in it as chlorine water. 
otwithstanding the opinions of Greenhow, 
Brettonneau, and others of equal celebrity, as 
to the efficacy of caustics and gargles as — 
agents, I must humbly beg leave to differ 
entirely with them, and disapprove in toto of 
such proceedings. I most assuredly believe 


‘| them not only to be of no value, but in many 


cases positively injurious. If we look upon 
diphtheria as a blood-poison, which it undoubt- 
edly is, we must, if possible, find an antidote and 
administer it. I believe we have it in the above 
mixture. Can we expect to cure it by a little 
nitrate of silver locally applied, and giving a 
little tonic medicine? Here is a disease, a 
poison in the blood, an itself and in- 
creasing so rapidly in a part the free passage 
through which is indispensable to life, which, if 
not arrested, will in a few hours place the 
patient beyond the reach of human aid. It is 
not a disease which we can allow, as some 
fevers, to run a definite course, merely support- 
ing the strength and guiding it to a certain 
turning point. Such would, I think, be a dan- 
gerous experiment in diphtheria. 


The Nitrates as Water Purifiers. 


The Scientific American informs us that Dr. 
Mensel states he has observed that, in many 
cases at least, the nitrates have been converted 
into nitrites through the action of bacteria. The 
following facts sustain this theory: well-water 
containing no ammonia, and when fresh no 
nitrites, but some bacteria, after standing a 
fortnight gave the reaction for nitrites. In this 
case, the nitrates were the only nitrogenous 
compounds in the water when it was fresh. 
Salicylic, carbolic, and benzoic acids, alum and 
table salt, in short all antiseptics and antizy- 
motics, hinder or retard the formation of nitrites. 
Water containing nitrates did not, in the pres- 
ence of bacteria, produce nitrites ; they appeared 
in from two to fourteen days after adding some 
carbobydrate, as sugar, gum, orstarch. A few 
other carbonaceous compounds convert nitrates 
into nitrites, but slowly and weakly. Antisep- 
tics stop this decomposition. 

Freshly-distilled water, boiled with sugar and 
saltpetre, and sealed up while boiling, contained 
no nitrites after standing for weeks, because no 

utrefaction can take place without bacteria. 
utrefying albuminous substances, brought 
into contact with nitrates, yield nitrites. 


Croton Chloral 


Is the hydride of bichloro-crotonyl (C*H?CIS 
OH), or the aldehyd of crotonic acid (C*H‘O, 
OH), in the radical of which three atoms of 
hydrogen have been replaced by three atoms of 
chlorine. It is unquestionably a valuable byp- 
notic in doses of ten to fifteen grains, and fully 
realizes that which its discoverer (Dr. Oscar 
Liebreich, of Vienna) claimed for it in his papers 
en the subject. It is especially useful in facial 
neuralgia. 
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Reviews AND Book Notices 
NOTES ON CURRENT MEDICAL 
LITERATURE. 


*: Electricity, as used in Parturition, Post- 
partum Hemorrhage, and Resuscitation of New- 
bern Infants.” By Alexander Murray, &. D., L. 
R. c. s.. Edinburgh. New York. 

This use of faradization is exceedingly novel, 
and creditably advocated. The author employs 
it in cases of inertia or to intensify the action 
of the womb, as a substitute for ergot, prefer- 
ably so, in view of its speedy impression on the 
system, and the latitude thus allowed of con- 
tinuing or intercepting the contractions, if 
advisable. In hemorrhages post-partum, the 
current, by stimulating the fibres to contraction 


and keeping it tonic, acts like a compress.. 
For asphyxia neonatorum, this method promises: 


much. 


Report of State Hospital for the Insane, 
Danville, Pa., 1874-75. This is the third 
annual report of the institution. We note with 
pleasure the aim of the management to per- 
suade by kindness, and to forego any annoying 
limitation of the patient’s freedom. 


“The Identification and Microscopical 
Examination of Crude Drugs.”” By Mark W. 
Harrington, m. a. Ann Arbor, 1876. This 
pamphlet is designed as a key to the inspection 
of vegetable products, and to defend them 
against adulteration. It contains valuable 
suggestions to the botanist, and clearly-ar- 
ranged tables. 

——aA course on Zodlogy is projected at Cor- 
nell for next summer. The collection of speci- 
mens is already quite large. Embryology is 
a feature of the course. The instruction is to 
consist of thirty-six day and nine evening lec- 
tures, with laboratory exercises. The special- 
ization of Zodlogy in this way from the other 
sciences is only in keeping with the “ wide- 
awake” spirit of investigation that stamps 
Cornell. 

The Nation says it is proposed to publish 
a life of the late Dr. S. G. Howe, in raised let- 
ters, for the use of the blind; certainly a most 
fitting monument. The same biography will 
be printed in the usual manner in a memorial 
volume, together with the late memorial ad- 
dresses at the Boston Music Hall. Subscrip- 
tions to the fund for defraying the expenses of 
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these publications may be sent to the Hon, 
James Sturgis, treasurer, Boston. Those to 
the amount of five dollars will entitle the donor 
to a copy of the memorial volume. 


——In Lippincott’s Magazine for March, Re- 
becca Harding Davis contributes-a striking de- 
scription of our ‘“ Life Saving’ Stations,” in 
which she vividly pictures the dangers of gur* * 
coasts, and the valuable service performed by 
the brave men employed by the Government to 
save life and property from the wrecks that 
occur with such frequency. 

——‘ Administration of Digitalis in the 
Weak-Heart of Continued Fever.” By E. T, 
Easley, a. M., M. D., Little Rock, 1875. This 
monograph is a very logical endeavor to prove 
the necessity, of stréiigthening the muscular 
walls.of the heart in adynamic fevers, and the 
author discovers in digitalis a tonic for such 
cases. The therapeusis of this drug is a handy 
and much hackeneyed topic for medical writers, 
but we confess to an unusual interest in this 
essay, and pronounce the arguments clear and 
sensible. 

— “Introductory Lecture,’’ Woman's Medi- 
cal College of Pennsylvania. By Prof. Rachel 
L. Bodley, a.m. The basis of this address is 
the evulution of chemical knowledge, and the 
history of chemical notation. An entertaining 
résumé of that progressive science. 


—‘“ Management of the Gouty Tempera- 
ment.” By Alfred Canell, mu. v., 1876. No 
definite line of treatment is here urged, and 
sensibly so, for a disease whose precise pathology 
is so obscure. ‘“ Pure water” is recommended 
as an eliminative, and a mild catharsis advised. 
For the “ high liver, moral suasion, not physic,” 
is the remedy which we heartily prescribe. 


——aA Biographical Sketch of Dr. John D. 
Jackson, of Danville, Ky., prepared by Drs. 
Toner and McMurty, is before us. This is & 
worthy tribute among many that have been 
tendered to the character and services of a sur- 
geon whose energy and thought early shaped 
him as a scholar, whose skill and acquaintance 
with anatomy conspired to make him a success 
ful operator, and whose conversation with 
literature and advanced ideas gave to his many 
papers on medical science so real a value. 


——Fifth Annual Report of Board of Direct 


ors of Children’s Hospital of District of Colum- 
bia, 1876. The records of the Board show 42, 
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admission of 4233 patients from February 11th, 
1870, to November 30th, 1875, with the small 
mortality of 12 per cent. among the children 
received (428). ; 

——Transactions of Medical Society of Dis- 
trict of Columbia, 1875. Vol. ii. This-number 
commences with a discussion on a case of car- 
diac hypertrophy with a very loud mitral mur- 
mur. The atheroma of the aortic valve seemed 
insufficient to explain the sudden “taking off” 
of the subject, and a rigid examination proved 
regurgitation from the left to-the right auricle, 
as the furamen ovale was found open. An 
article on ‘‘Aneurism of the Aorta,” followed 
by an interesting description of a “cyclops” 
and an encephalous monster, completes the 
Transactions. 


—It gives us pleasure to announce a forth- 
coming work with the following title :—* Civil 
Malpractice :”” A Treatise on Surgical Juris- 
prudence, with Chapters on Prognosis in Frac- 
tures, Negligence and Medical Evidence, by 
Milo A. McClelland, mu. p. It should be one of 
much service to both professions. 


BOOK NOTICES. 

The Medical Jurisprudence of Insanity. By J. 
H. Balfour Browne, Esq., of the Middle Tem- 
ple. Second Edition, with reference to the 
Scotch and American Decisions. Philadel- 
phia, Lindsay & Blakiston, 1876. 8vo, pp. 
713, | 


Mr. Browne’s name is quite familiar to 
readers of the Journal of Mental Science. For 
years he has given much time to the study of 
insanity in its literary, historical, and legal 
aspects, and has presented the results of his 
studies in that and other journals in a style 
somewhat odd and strained, but forcible. 

The same width of reading and incisive sen- 
tences are present in the volume before us, and 
give it a character quite its own. He examines 
the different forms of mania, following in its 
main features the classification suggested by 
Esqnirol. The conclusion that the author 
reaches on the vexed question of criminal re- 
sponsibility is that when the criminal knows 
that certain acts are permitted by law and cer- 
tain acts are contrary to law ; and further than 
this, has the power to appreciate, and the 
capacity to be moved by the ordinary motives 
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which actuate mankind, in that case he should 
be held legally accountable for his misdeeds. 

This opinion is sensible and to the point; if 
carried out in this and neighboring common- 
wealths, it would do away with’ the acquittal of 
opulent murderers, who can always ‘secure 
alienists of prejudiced, material views, who see 
in the act itself a proof of madness. 

So, also, Mr. Browne recognizes, with some of 
the best legal authors, that suicide is no proof 
of unsoundness of mind, although, some recent 
medico-psychologists, inveterate hobby-riders, 
would persuade us that all who make way with 
themselves, or try to do so, are mad. 

These brief notices of the author's views will, 
we are sure, recommend the book to intelli- 
gent and unbiased readers. They will find it 
both entertaining and learned. An excellent 
index and a lucid arrangement in paragraphs 
add to its value. 


Inhalation in the Treatment of Disease. Its 
Therapeutics and Practice. A Treatise on 
the Inhalation of Gases, Vapors, Fames, Com- 
pressed and Rarefied Air, Nebulized Fluids 
and Powders. By J. Solis Cohen, m. p., etc. 
Second edition, revised and enlarged, with 
many new illustrations. Philadelphia, Lind- 
say & Blakiston. pp. 392. Price $2.75. 


The thorough manner in which Dr. Cohen 
finishes his contributions to scientific literature 
is well borne out in the present edition of his 
work on inhalation. The volume is enlarged 
from its previous size, not by the easy method 
of detailing cases, but by judicious summaries 
of late studies on the subject in hand, and by 
the description of new apparatus designed to 
render this method of medication more facile 
and certain. A number of additional illustra- 
tions have been introduced, to render the 
mechanical contrivances referred to more 
readily understood. The subject of compressed 
and rarefied air as a therapeutic means is here 
treated for the first time in American medical 
works with something like the fullness its 
advantages warrant. There is a future before 
this method which will probably place it very 
high in the alleviation of certain chronic dis- 
eases of the thoracic viscera. 

An exhaustive index completes the volume, 
which renders it easy to consult, and will aid 
in making it the leading monograph on inhala- 
tion for a number of years to come. 
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FURTHER REMARKS ON PROSTITUTION. 

It is not amiss to call the attention of the 
profession to ene point in the report of the 
Select Committee appointed by the Legislature 
of New York, in 1875, to investigate the causes of 
the increase of crime in the city of New York. 
That Committee did their work thoroughly. 
They examiaed the four Commissioners of 
Police, the Superintendent, two out of the four 
inspectors, and a number of captains ; nearly all 
the police justices, and many of the clerks of 
criminal courts; two ef the coroners and one 
ex-coroner ; the District Attorney (in part only, 
as that official declined to appear before the 
Committee when subsequently invited, for rea- 
sons stated in the correspondence on page 
2972 et seq.); the three Commissioners of 
Charities and Correction, and many of their 
principal subordinates, and the heads of the 
various private corporations to whose custody 
criminals are committed. The Committee 

- visited in person all the penal institutions 





under the custody of the Commissioners of 
Charities and Correction, ¢. e., the City Prison, 
the Penitentiary, the Workhouse, the School-ship 
Mercury, and Hart’s Island, and also the 
House of Refuge, the Catholic Protectory, and 
the Juvenile Asylum. In each of these insti- 
tutions, after a thorough personal inspection, 
the Committee swore on the spot the principal 
witnesses attainable. In seme cases inmates 
of the institutions were examined touching their 
treatment and mode of life. 

We mention these details to show that what 
they recommend is not the result of prejudice 
or theory, but of earnest work and practical 
stady. 

Now, what does the Committee have to say 
on the curse of prostitution, which is so terribly 
rife in New York city, which is increasing 
year by year, and which is spreading its malig- 
nant diseases more and more into innocent 
households? This is what they say :— 


“Speaking of the general belief among the 
public that nearly all of the police captains are 
in the habit of levying blackmail on women 
of ill-fame, the report adds :— , 


“* Brought face to face with this fact, the ques- 
tion remains for the legislative body of this State 
to decide whether or not it is wise to continue the 
nominal, legal ban under which prostitution is 
placed, to close the eyes of the lawmaking power to 
a fact which their hearts cannot ignore, and putting 
aside all considerations of local welfare, of the 
greatest happiness of the greatest number, to goon 
in the future as they have in the past, taking no 
steps toward permanent or healthy reforms, What- 
ever may be the odium incurred by the suggestion 
among honest people who have not mingled with 
the world, who are ignorant of its passions and of 
their fatal effects, the committee are willing to 
take it upon themselves in earnestly recommend- 
ing to the Legislature the regulating or permitting, 
or, if the word be not deemed offensive, the licens- 
ing of prostitution. In the interest of the well- 
being, the decorum, the decency of society ; in the 
interest of the peace and happiness of by far the 
greatest number of people; in the interest of the 
preservation of the purity of the guardians of the 
public peace; in the interest of public health, and 
for the sake of thousands yet unborn, the Com- 
mittee earnestly urge upon the Legislature, as the 
only means of grappling with the social evil, the 
granting to the police the power of regulation, of 
localization and medical visitation. What fees, if 
any, should be paid should be left to the jadgment 
of the Board of Commissioners of Police.’ ”’ 


This but reéchoes, but with decupled force, 
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what unprejudiced, honest investigation has 
come to in this country and Europe. Sad to 
relate, this most needed and urgent reform is 
impeded and opposed more by Pharisees who 
boast of their religion, and medical men who 
claim superior virtue, than by true Christians 
who have at heart the spread of real charity, 
and physicians to whom the health of the public 
is the highest concern. 

It pains us, not for ourselves, but for them, 
to see the narrow, bigoted attacks made by the 
Pacific Medical Journal, and others, on the 
position the Rerorrer has assumed in this 
question. The good of the community, the 
prevention both of disease and of vice, restraint 
by law, not indifference and police blackmail- 
ing, are what we contend for. 

No time is more appropriate to test the pub- 
lic efficiency of the police surveillance of prosti- 
tution than this summer, in this city. It is 
notorious that a very large influx of visitors 
always attracts a still larger proportion of 
abandoned women. If false sentiment, biased 
views, and ignorant religion prevent a medical, 
let us have at least a stringent police manage- 
ment of this misguided and injured class of the 
population. 


Notes AND CoMMENTS. 


Vagabonds’ Disease. 
Not long since, at a meeting of the Clinical 
. Bociety of London, Dr. Greenhow introduced a 
patient presenting such marked pigmentation 
of the skin that he had been sent to the hospital 
as a case of Addison’s disease. He was a 
pauper, about 60 years of age, and had doubt- 
less been long exposed to the imfluences of dirt 
and vermin. Most of the regions chiefly affected 
in Addison’s disease were here very deeply 
pigmented ; but some symptoms, as vomiting 
and breathlessness, which might be attributed 
to constitutional disturbance, were accounted 
for by cardiac disease. Possibly some cases, 
erroneously described as Addison’s disease, 
without supra-renal affection, were examples of 
this kind of pigmentation, which Dr. Greenhow 
Proposed to style ‘‘merbus erronum.” The 
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pigmentation, however, was more mottled and 
less uniformly distributed than in Addison’s 
disease. Moreover, the face and hands were 
least discolored, and repeated applications of 
detergents had diminished considerably the 
depth of tint. 

Dr. Greenhow said that, ten years ago, at the 
Pathological Society, he had exhibited examples 
of this malady, which he called “ Vagabonds’ 
Disease.” The Germans had since adopted the 
term; but, as it could not well be placed over 
the patient’s bed, or in his sight, he had lately 
used the title, “‘ morbus errantium.” 


Singular Vital Statistics. 

It is wonderful how large is the increase of 
wounded soldiers each year since the war, 
according to the Pension Office rolls. Not less 
marvelous is the extraordinary longevity of 
the survivors of the war of 1812. That was 
not a great war; not many troops were 
engaged, and no very large force mus- 
tered into the service of. the United States, 
and the war came to an end almost sixty- 
one years ago. Yet the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions reports 15,875 survivors of that war on 
the rolls of the pensions. Very few, indeed, 
of these can be less than eighty years of age, 
and the number must be nearly if not quite ten 
per cent. of the whole force mustered for ser- 
vice. If the veterans of the late war of the 
rebellion prove so tenacious of life, nearly 
two hundred thousand of them will survive in 
‘the year 1926. 


On Absorption by the Human Diaphragm, 


Dr. Arcadius Rajewsky, of St. Petersburg, has 
made experiments with the human diaphragm, 
by which he obtained the following results -— 
1. The normal diaphragm absorbs fluids and 
such substances as there are dissolved in these. 
2. If the diaphragm be inflamed, it allows fluids 
coming into contact with it to pass its system 
of vessels more easily. 3. When an inflamed 
diaphragm becomes injected, it will be seen 
that the intercellular spaces are connected with 
the lymphatic capillaries, and that they form 
peculiar canaliculi in the connective tissue. 4. 
After the removal of the epithelium of the 
serous membrane, there are opened new 
avenues for the transportation of fluids, by the 
intercellular canaliculi commencing on the 





surface of the membrane, 
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Treatment of Typhoid Fever. 

In a late discussion of this topie at the 
Dublia College of Physicians, Dr. Grimshaw 
remarked that his practice was to leave the 
patient as much as possible alone. Unless the 
diarrhoea was excessive, we should be cautious 
about checking it; but in the recent cases of 
enteric fever he had seen the bowels were usu- 
ally confined. He had tried the cold-water 
treatment, and he did not intend to try it again. 
No doubt it cooled the patient, but the question 
was not yet settled whether high temperature 
per se was dangerous. Temperature could be 
more safely reduced by quinine, which would 
also act as a tonic, and he found it of the great- 
est possible value in most cases of enterie fever. 
He believed the mortality in the hospitals in 
which cold water had been tried was much 
higher than that of the Dublin hospitals. He 
had not seen any patients that he would be in- 


elined to bleed. His views were approved by 


most of the members present. 
Dulcamarine. 

M. Geissler has obtained from the stalks of 
Solanum dulcamara 0.38 to 0.4 per cent. of a 
definite non-azotized amorphous body, which he 
calls dulcamarine. It is a glucoside, for on 
boiling with diluted sulphuric acid it gives 
glucose, and 62 to 64 per cent. of dulcamarétine. 
He believes Wittstein’s dulcamarine to consist 
of albuminoid bodies mixed with a small pro- 
portion of the above. 


When Not To Sound. 

Dr. Cohnstein gives the following contra- 
indications for the use of the uterine sound, in 
the order of their importance :—1. If there is a 
suspicion of pregnancy ; 2. If there be great 
general irritability ; 3. If the uterus be very 
sensitive ; 4. In inflammatory eonditions of the 
uterus and its adnexa; 5. When the uterus is 
fixed by adhesions. 


Silicate of Potash in Erysipelas. 


La France Médicale ‘gives an interesting 
account of this method of treatment, devised 
and successfully carried out by Professor 
Alvarenga, of Lisbon. It is the result of 
physiological ‘experiment, and not of mere 
empiricism, the Professor having tried the drug 
first on himself. When applied to the skin, 
immediately a sensation of coolness and retrac- 
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tion is felt, the skin becomes pale, mos 
markedly so if it has previously been red and 
congested, and thermometric observations show 
a decrease in temperature. Forty-eight cases 
are reported treated by this method alone, all 
of which recovered in periods varying from four 
to six days from the commencement of the 
application. 


On “ Damiana.” 

We ask particular attention to the important 
article on Damiana in this number, by Dr. 
Rothrock. It is a most thorough paper, and 
dispels wholly the mystery which charlatanism 
has endeavored to throw around this drug. 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


Quinia as an Oxytocic. 
Ep. Mep. anp Sura. REportER :— 


In the Reporter of the 19th inst. Dr. Wolfe, 
of Corydon, Indiana, in reviewing the question 
of the asserted oxytocic power of quinia, refers 
to the cases whieh I reported in your issue of 
January 9th, 1875, and decides that the prema- 
ture labor therein alluded to occurred not from 
the effect which quinia had upon the system, 
but from the intermittent fever under which 
the patient labored. He bases this. decision 
upon the fact that the remedy was employed in 
what he considers insignificant doses, the 
- goantity being too small to have ony decided 
effect in any kind of intermittent.” believe 
it to be a fact that all medicinal — produce 
greater or less impression upon different per- 
sons, because of differences of constitution or 
idiosyncrasy, and other modifying conditions 80 
well known to the profession as to render refer- 
ence to them unnecessary. It is also true that 
tients may be placed thoroughly under the influ- 
ence of quinia without curing their intermittent, 
examples of which I have seen several times, 
both in the South and West. In treating inter- 
mittent fever I frequently give twenty or thirty 
grains at a dose early in the morning, follo 
It up with smaller quantities, as the nature 0 
the case may demand, but where the system 
readily impressed by moderate amounts, I see 
no necessity for the administration of lar, 
doses, and the manner of administration in 
cases referred to was sufficiently energetic, 8 
far as the value of quinia as an anti-periodi 
was concerned, as larger quantities was m 
other instances in which great tolerance of the 
remedy was evinced. I distinctly stated that 
my cases had been brought under the influence 
of the quinia. Further, upon reference to my 
note-book, I find that the relapse in my first 
case was cured, after her comments by the 
same plan of treatment which I adopted before 
it, a fact which shows that such small doses 
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did have some effect, so far as her case was con- 


cerned. 

Dr. Wolfe further surmises that my cases did 
well in the succeeding pregnancies because 
their intermittents were cured by arsenic. I do 
not think his conclusion is correct, by any 
means, a8 instances have frequently come 
under my notice, among the mere ignorant 
class of Southerners, of pregnancy complicated 
by intermittent fever in which no systematic 
course of treatment was persevered in, and 
where the women went on to full term notwith- 
standing the disease, and this in cases of much 
greater severity than those in question. In fact, 
Ihave never looked upon intermittent fever as 
being likely to produve any more trouble dur- 
ing pregnancy than at another time. Besides 
this, the therapeutic effect of quinia and arsenic 
difer mattalale. I never hesitate to use arsenic 

zely during pregnancy, but further experience 
since writing the former paper has strengthened 
my opinion that the miscarriages were produced 
by the quinia, and much as I value it, I am 
exceedingly cautious in using it where any 
tendency to abortion is evident. From repeated 
experiments I am satisfied that quinia will 

roduce decided uterine contractions during 

bor, and the same opinion. is held by profes- 
sional friends whom I have been able to inter- 
est in this direction. I am. convinced of its 
value in this respect in cases showing a ten- 
dency to relaxation after delivery, and conse- 
quent liability to hemorrhage, and it appears 
probable that the uterus might be affected b 
quinia as readily at one time as at another. 
only, of course, give my own limited experience. 

hy others say nothing about it I cannot tell, 
except in the case of the United States Dispen- 
satory, which, to all practical intents, is merely 
& reprint of former editions, with deplorably 
re additions. Wu. R. D. Burackwoop, mM. D. 
246 North 20th Street, Philadelphia. 


[From Another Correspondent.] 
Ep. Mev. anv Sure. Reporter :— 


At least three different physiological effects 
can be obtained from this drug. In doses up 
to two grains it is a tonic; from this to five 
gtains it is a stimulant, and from this to ten 
grains or more it is a diaphoretic relaxant and 
calmative—a febrifuge. The amount of twenty- 
four grains distributed over twenty-four hours 
may have some antiperiodie effect in a mild 
type of ague, but will prove very disagreeable 
to the patient, on account of cinchonism. If 
he has any headache it» will aggravate this 
symptom. If this amount be divided into three 
doses and taken within four hours, at any time 
after a pyrexia has reached its height, say 
after 4 p. u, the toxic effect will be apparent 
in the relaxation and diaphoresis; the patient 
will be drunk. A half pint of whisky can be 
taken in small doses during a day, without 
inducing intoxication ; yet, if it is all taken in 

@ course of two or three hours, an individual 
will be apt to exhibit strong evidence of being 
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in this state. So with chloroform and ether. 
I once treated a pregnant woman who was 
within a month of term, and suffering from 
remittent fever, by timidly giving less than five 
grain doses every three hours; by the time the 
third dose was taken uterine pains set in, which 
soon became expulsive, and forced the child out 
with a good deal of laceration of the os 
although the membranes were not ruptured 
until the last moment. The contractions were 
as severe as any I ever saw from ergot, leaving 
no doubt as to the part the quinine was playing, 
except as to the provocation. I conta say 
that it started the pom, yet I am sure it 
intensified them in the most fearful manner. 
In using quinine subsequently, with pregnant 
women, I never gave less than twenty or thirty 
grains in the space of four or five hours, and 
never had any unpleasant effvcts. In malarial 
regions it is rather common for women to have 
pains for months before term, which I have 
found to yield to large doses of quinine, on the 
theory that there is a congestion of the womb, 
and that this agent reduces congestion, espe- 
cially in the soft and spongy tissues in any 
part of the body, and in any disease, and does 
not act antidotally in the usual sense. I make 
it a rule never to give quinine in the forenoon, 
always giving it at night, to the amount of not 
less than twenty-five grains, conjoined with an 
opiate, and am nearly certain of getting a good 
diaphoretic effect, which will be apt to extend 
through the —s day. In all the 
pyrexiz of this region I prescribe it the first 
visit, and frequently have the satisfaction of 
aborting a case of pneumonia, or making its 
subsequent course manageable. In the pneu- 
monias of the middle-aged, who are so liable to 
overwhelming congestions of ‘the lungs, it is 
the sheet anchor, given in large doses at the 
outset. E, L. Drake, M. D., 


Fayetteville, Tennessee. 


ee 


Case of Transverse Fracture of the Patella United 
by Bone. 


Ep. Mep. anv Sura. Reporter :— 


Joseph Kirby, born in Germany, aged 24 
ears, received a blow upon the patella (right 
eg) by the slope-car. caused by the breakin 
of the rope, at the Suffolk colliery, on the 17t 
of November last, which knocked him into the 
cistern at the foot of the slope. Being at the 
place at the time, I had a good oppertunity to 
examine it before tumefaction and swelling took 
place. I found a transverse fracture of the 
patella, breaking it nearly in the centre; the 
crepitus was audible. I placed the fractured 
edges in coaptation, and confined them by tak- 
ing pasteboard and cutting out a notch in the 
side, so that when applied it would extend one- 
half around the patella, the slips extending 
about six inches above and below the knee, on 
the outer side. Upon the inside I formed a coun- 
ter splint in the same manner, so that when I 





198 News and Miscellany. 


had them on there was a hole through the 
splint for the patella to project. The inside, or 
between the splint and leg, I padded with mus- 
lin, with a hole to fit. Before I put the splint 
on, I took Mitchell’s surgeon’s plaster and placed 
four strips over the patella, to hold it together ; 
then laid on my muslin pad, with the hole 
through to fit the patella; placing the same 

laster in four long strips over the muslin, to 

old it in place; then I took starch and gave 
the muslin a coat; then, after immersing the 
roa ig splints in hot water, to make them 

t the leg, I applied them to the starched mus- 
lin, on each side of the patella, covering the 
femur above and tibia a fibula below. The 
splints were wide enough to extend half way 
around the leg. Then i applied a starch band- 
age on top of the splints in such a manner 
that I should not cover the patella, dressing 
the leg perfectly straight, but was careful not 
to put the roller on so tight as to impede circu- 
lation. Aside from the fracture, he sustained 
but a few slight cuts and bruises about the 
head, to which I applied no dressing save cold 
water. From the exposure of being wet and 
nearly drowned while in the dump, having 
swallowed some water, he had a light attack of 
congestion of the lungs, from which he re- 
covered without much trouble. 

It is now over ten weeks, and to-day I re- 
moved the dressing and find perfeet union of the 
bone. I did not remove the splints’ from the 
time I placed them there until to-day. I found it 
not necessary to remove the roller but once, 
and then only to tighten it after the swelling 
had subsided. That bony union will take place 
in all healthy subjects if the bones are kept in 
apposition, is a conceded fact; the late Dr. V. 
Mott clearly demonstrated that fact, in fracture 
of the neck of the femur within the capsular 
ligament, and I have seen him exhibit his speci- 
mens to the class in the sessions of 1850 and 1851, 
and at later periods. I think it is Mr. Paget 
that says, that when there is healthy nutrition 
and assimilation, union will surely take place ; 
if it be bone, then bony union; if muscle, then 
muscular, etc. All that is necessary is to keep 
the parts in coaptation; and in some bones, 
where they are not in apposition, the provi- 
sional callus not unfrequently takes place, and 
bony union is the result, as has frequently been 
shown in the long bones. In course of over 
thirty years’ practice, I have had three cases of 
fracture of the patella; the first recovered with 
ligamentous union. Since that time I have not 
failed to obtain bony union in any case when 
there was healthy nutrition, and in that case I 
only failed by simply not keeping the fractured 
ends in apposition. I see no benefit by the use 
of Malgaigne’s hooks or Ahl’s splints, as paste- 
board immersed in hot water may be adapted 
te all cases, and, as Hamilton has truly said of 
them, they are a common-sense splint, to say 
the least, and by the aid of starch can be made 
to suit each individual case. 

Puitip A. BIssELt, mM. D. 

Mahanoy City, Jan. 30th, 1876. 
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News AND MIscCELLANY. 


The Health of Philadelphia. 

As this city is to be the objective point of 
many travelers the coming spring and summer, 
a general interest attaches to its present and 
prospective healthfulness. For this reason we 
make room for the following statistics from the 
annual report of the city Health Officer, Col, 
John E, Addicks, for 1875 :— 

“The number of births registered during the 
year 1875 was 17,933, a decrease of 1454 from 
the previous year. The number of male births 
was 9361,a decrease of 870, and the female 
births numbered 8572, a. decrease of 584. It 
appears that there were 172 births of twins 
during the year, and that the least number of 
monthly births (1233) was in April, and the 
greatest (1606) in December. Of the whole 
number, 184 were colored males, and 263 col- 
ored females ; still-born, 824 ; premature births, 
280; triplets, 2. The Nineteenth Ward is the 
banner ward, it being credited with 1747 births 
during the year, and the lowest ward in the 
table is the Sixth, which produced but 247, 
There were, moreover, 147 ‘ unknown’ births, 

“The number of deaths in the city during the 
year 1875 was 17,805, an increase of 2567 over 
~ previous year. These were divided as fol- 
ows. 
“White, 16,871; colored, 934; males, 9100; 
females, 8705; male adults, 4350; female 
adults, 4366 ; total adults, 8716; male children, 
4750; female children, 4339; total children, 
9089. 

“Estimating the population at 800,332, the 
deaths in the city are 1 in every 44.94 of the 
population, of equal to the death-rate per thon- 
sand 22.24. 

“ In the above figures the still-born, premature 
births, and bodies brought into the city for 
burial are excluded. The figures, therefore, 
show the actual mortality of the city. 

“The principal causes of death were : Abscess, 
79 ; cancer, 317 ; cerebro-spinal meningitis, 73 ; 
consumption of lungs, 2359; cholera infan- 
tum, 992 ; cholera morbus, 47 ; diphtheria, 656; 
and scarlet fever, 1032.” - 

There is no doubt but that these figures are 
approximately correct, and, as such, show 4 
good record. But the officer adds :— 

“It is much to be regretted that we are 
compelled to estimate our population, for want 
of a semi-decennial census, which should have 
been taken at the close of the past year. If we 
had a correct census of our city, it would be of 
great value, not only commercially, but also in 
@ sanitary point of view, and we could present 
statistics of much more interesting character. 
In taking the census the ages of all persons 
should be obtained. We then could charge 
each respective age with the corresponding 
mortality, and thus show a more correct ratio 
of deaths ; at present we are compelled to rate 
the infant under one year and all other ages, 
with the entire population, to obtain the ratio, 
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-which is unfair, and does not do justice to our 
city, and it is to be hoped that our City Coun- 
eils will, at an early date, give a complete 
census for the city.”’ 

These remarks are just and well put. 


Medical Society of the State of Pennsylvania. 


The Twenty-seventh Annual Session will be 
held in the city of Philadelphia on Wednesday, 
May 3lst, 1876, at 3p. mu. The appointments 
are:—To prepare—The Address in Surgery, 
Dr. D. Hayes Agnew, Philadelphia. The Ad- 
dress in Obstetrics, Dr. R. Davis, Wilkesbarre. 
The Address in Medicine, Dr. James Aitken. 
Meigs, Philadelphia. The Address in Hygiene, 
Dr. Benjamin Lee, Philadelphia. The Address 
in Mental Disorders, Dr. John Curwen, Harris- 
burg. The Secretaries of County Medical So- 
cities are earnestly requested to forward at once 
their lists of Officers and Members, with the 
Post-office address of each member. 

a. B. ATKINSON, M.D. 
Permanent Secretary, 
1400 Pine Street, Philadelphia. 


The Medical Law of Wyoming Territory. 


A carefully-prepared act has been passed in 
this Territory, and the medical men have taken 
unanimous action to see to its enforcement. We 
give an abstract of it :— 

Section 1. No person shall practice medi- 
cine, surgery, or obstetrics in this Territory 
who has not received a medical education and a 
diploma from some regularly-chartered medical 
school, said school to have bona fide existence 
at the time when said diploma was granted. 

Sec. 2. Every physician, surgeon, or ob- 
stetrician, when about to take up his (or her) 
residence in this Territory, or who may now 
reside here, shall file for record with the 
Registrar of Deeds of the county in which he 
(or she) is about to practice his lee her) profes- 
sion, or where he (or she) now practices it, a 
copy of his (or her) diploma, at the same time 
exhibiting the original of a certificate from 
the dean of the medical school of which he (or 
she) is a graduate, certifying to his (or her) 
graduation. 

Sec. 3 provides for the identification of the 
applicant. 

ec. 4 provides that the disregard of this 
act shall a misdemeanor, punishable by a 
fine of net less than fifty dollars, nor more than 
five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the 
county jail fora period not less than thirty 
days, nor more than six months, or by both 
fine and imprisonment for each and every 
offence. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the police, 
sheriff or constable to arrest all persons prac- 
ticing medicine, surgery or obstetrics, in this 
Territory, who have not complied with the 
provisions of this act,’ and the officer making 
“A acryee shall be entitled to one-half the fine 

ected. 
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Szc. 6. No portion of this act shall apply 
to any person who, in an emergency, may pre- 
scribe or give advice in medicine, surgery, or 
obstetrics, in a section of country where no phy- 
sician, surgeon or cbstetrician resides, or a 
no physician, surgeon or obstetrician resides 
within convenient distance, nor to persons pre- 
scribing in their own family; nor shall the 
provisions of this act apply to persons claiming 
to practice medicine, surgery or obstetrics in 
any section of the Territory wherein no pbysi- 
cian or surgeon having a diploma or certificate 
of graduation resides. 

Sec. 7. Upon the trial of any person charged 
with a violation of the pose of this act, 
it shall be sufficient for the prosecution to show 
that the defendant has practiced medicine, sur- 
gery, or obstetrics within the county where the 
indictment is found, at any time since the pas- 
sage of this act; and the defendant shall no 
after such proof, be entitled to an uit 
until he or she shows, by the testimony of some 
competent witness, upon oath, that the defend- 
ant hus received a medical education and a 
genuine diploma from some regularly-chartered 
medical school; provided that the defendant 
may show such facts by depositions taken in 
the same manner as depositions are taken in 
civil cases, 


Depletion in the Good Old Times. 


The English magazine, All the Year Round, 
says :— 

t makes one shudder to read in Amelot de 
la Houssaie’s Memoires that Louis the Thir- 
teenth was bled forty-seven times, and metized, 
or purged, two hundred and fifteen times, in a 
single year. Unnecessary bleeding had some- 
ting todo with Raphael’s early death. Although, 
during the last thirty or forty years, the prac- 
tice of bleeding has been reduced in France to 
narrow limits, its abase still persists in the 
Spanish and Italian peninsulas, and strangers 
ought to be warned of it. The Italian doctors 
outdo the Sangrades of every other country in 
the world in employing venesection for almost 
every complaint. You may meet with Italians 
who have been bled one hundred and fifty times 
in the course of their lives. The doctors’ justi- 
fication is, that the exceptional climate of Turin 
renders this remedial measure indispensable! 
One of their most notable victims must be fresh 
in every one’s memory. On the 19th of May, 
1861, after a stormy debate in Parliament, 
Count Cavour went home depressed and anx- 
ious. In the night he was awoke by vomiting 
and intestinal pains, in consequence of indi 
tion, which frequently occurs under similar 
circumstances. He was bled immediately; 
again at eight in the morning; again at five in 
the afternoon. The Paris medical journals did 
not conceal their conviction that. under such 
treatment, the illustrious statesman’s case was 
hopeless. On the Ist and 2d of June he was 
bled again ; again on the 4th. On the morning 


of the 7th he died. In the November follow- 
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ing one of his doctors fell a martyr to the same 
absurd system, having undergone, in the illness 
which carried him off, seven bleedings, besides 
numerous leechings. 


Care of the Insane in the United States. 


The last report of the insane department of 
the Pennsylvania Hospital, under the care of 
Dr. Kirkbride, contains an interesting Centen- 
nial Retrospect of the history of the care of the 
insane in the United States, which forms an 
appropriate chapter of this year’s report. It 
mentions the fact that previous to 1751 there 
was no regular provision for the care of the 
insane in America. The first patient was 
admitted for treatment for. insanity, in the 
cage eae Hospital, February 11, 1752. 
Now there are seventy-six public hospitals for 
this class of disease, with a capacity when fin- 
ished for nearly 30,000 patients. 


An Ancient Relic, 


Dr. Franklin Gauntt, of Burlington, New 
Jersey, has in his possession a nearly perfect 
copy of the True American and Commercial 
Advertiser, 21 by 27 inches, published by 
Samuel E. Bradford, Philadelphia, December 
19, 1799. The sheet is in mourning for the 
death of ex-President Washington, having all 
the column rules reversed, and presents a most 
singular and unique appearance. On the second 
page is the report of a libel suit pf Dr. Benja- 
min Rush vs. William Cobbett, editor of the 
Porcupine’s Gazette, who had pitched into bleed- 
ing and the free use of the lancet. Hon. Wm. 
Harper’s speech in favor of the defendant is fully 
reported. 


Hanging Investigations. 


Professor Haughton, of Dublin, has recently 
described some investigations undertaken by 
him with a view of discovering which was the 
most certain mode of death, the long drop or 
short drop, in hanging. The results are that 
the most comfortable method of hanging is to 
be sure of a rope of sufficient elasticity, to place 
the knot under the ehin with a running noose, 
and to drop about ten feet. 


Personal. 


—On February 20th, Dr. J. W. Butterfield, of 
Pittsburg, met an accidental death. For some 
time past he had been suffering from a painful 
affection, and on Saturday night, February Mth, 
to alleviate the pain, he took a couple of grains 
of morphia. The dose not having the desired 
effect, he the next morning concluded to resort 
to hypodermic injection, and consequently in 
that way injected into his system seven grains 
of the drug. Unfortunately, in his somewhat 
enfeebled condition, the amount proved fatal. 
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The United States Medical Directory. 


It is proposed to prepare a second revised 
edition of this work. Paisiciene who have 
commenced practice, or changed location during 
the past three years (other than those whose 
addresses are on our subscription lists). are re- 

uested to forward notice of such changes to 
this office. Other journals please copy. 


A New Hospital. 


The New York Hospital Society, founded in 
1771, when George 111 was king, will com- 
memorate the Centennial of American indepen- 
dence by the opening of their new hospital, 
on Fifteemth street, near Fifth avenue, on the 
Fourth of July next. It is already far ad- 
vanced, and at Fin finished will be one of the 
finest in the city. 


Items. 


—Dr. Abram Lowell, aged 81 years, who has 
been a physician in Chester for the past forty 
or fifty years, died last Sunday, February 13th. 

—Professor Toury, of Baltimore, bought 
samples of kerosene sold in the stores, and found 
by experiment that more than half of the stuff 
was very dangerous, giving off inflammable 
vapor at a very low temperature. 


MARRIAGES. 


Harp-sEVANS.—At Grace Methodist Church. Cin- 
cinnati, on the evening of February 18th, 1876, by 
the pastor, M. B. Taylor, Edgar M. Harp, M. D., of 
Dawson, Ga., and Miss Mary Evans, of this city. 

Mussty—GANno.—On Thursday evening, February 
17th, 1876, at the home of the bride’s parents, Gano, 

hio, by the Rev. Samuel K. Haitsinger, Miss Mary 
Harkness Gano, daughter of Col. Charles L. Gano, 
and Dr. Reuben D. Mussey, of Cincinnati, 

PATTISON—JOHNSON.— Thursday, February 10th, 
1876, at the residence of the bride’s mother, Collins- 
ville, Connecticut, by Rev. Henry W. Nelson, a& 
sisted by Rev. George F, Breed, M. Moncrieff Patti- 
son, M. D., of London. England, and Lucy Shaler, 
daughter of the late Hon. Edwin F. Johnson, for- 
merly of Middletown, Connecticut. 

WIEHLE—PsoTTa.—On tae 28th of December, 1875, 
by the Rev. John G. Wiehle, D. D., at the residence 
of the bride’s parents, No. 2006 Girard avenue, ©. A. 
by ite, M. D., to Miss Louise Psotta, both of 
this city. 





DEATHS. 


GrBson —On the 2ist inst , at Chebanse, Illinois, 
William W. Gibson, M. D., in the 30th year of his 
age, second son of William and Sarah Gibson, of 
Philadelphia. 

Gross.—In this city, on Sunday evening, February 
27, Louisa A., wife of Dr. Samuel D. Gross, Professor 
of Surgery in the Jefferson Medical College. 

HARRIS.—On Wednesday, 23d inst., at his late 
residence, 43 East Thirtieth street, New York, Fran: 
cis L. Harris, M. D., in the 65th year of his age. 

PaGE.—In Tuckerton, New Jersey. on the 18th 
instant, Dr. Thomas Page, aged 77 years. 

STEVENs.—In this city, on the 23d instant, Dr. 
John Stevens, native o Wandsworth, England, in 
the 56th year of his age. 

VAN VLIET.—At Rhinebeck, New York, on Wed- 
nesday, February 23d, of og pneumonia, Isaac 
F. Van Vliet, M. D., in his 5ith y. ar. 





